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02 September 2024 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
Welcome back to a new school year! I hope you are all well and have had a lovely, relaxing summer 
break. We are excited to see everyone back and ready for the year ahead - we can’t wait to share the 
exciting opportunities and activities we have planned and look forward to welcoming you all on 
Wednesday, 4th September. 
 
On Wednesday, school gates will open at 08:40, and families are invited to enter from the side of the 
school hall. We kindly ask for your support in ensuring that children arrive on time, as this helps them 
begin the day feeling settled and ready to learn. This term, we are committed to supporting every child to 
achieve the highest possible attendance, so it is important to get off to a good start. 
 
Once children have been dropped off, adults will walk around the outside of the school building and out of 
the gate that exits onto the main road. In order to main safety, please do not use a mobile phone when on 
school site.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the school car park will not be accessible from 08:30-09:00 and 15:00-15:30, daily.  

As always, there will be staff around school who will be able to support and guide you to the entrances / 
exits of the site. Look out for staff wearing Hi-Viz jackets.  

Walking home from school: 

From September, only pupils in year 6 will be allowed to walk home alone (permission depending). Other 
pupils, including those in Year 5, will need to be collected by a parent, carer or responsible family member.  
 
Children, except those who are walking home alone, will not need a mobile phone in school as a result.  
 
I certainly do not want to inhibit our pupils becoming independent but ultimately, the safety, care and 
welfare of our pupils is my top priority.  
 

Uniform: 

Please ensure that children are in full and correct uninform for Wednesday 4th September and have their 
book bags and PE kit with them.  
 
 
Parking: 
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With four educational settings on Cobblers Lane, traffic and congestion often become significant safety 
concerns for all pupils. Therefore, please consider car sharing, walking, or cycling to school rather than 
using individual vehicles. This summer, I have been working with local residents, the police, and the local 
authority to find a positive way forward in reducing the number of vehicles along Cobblers Lane.  
 
Local residents are often blocked into their properties by parked vehicles, so I urge parents and families to 
be mindful of this. 
 
Inset Days: 
 
We have two inset days booked in for September. These dates are: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd 
September. Pupils are not in school on these days.  
 
School will reopen for pupils on Wednesday 4th September at 8:40am.  
 
The remaining inset days are below (subject to change): 

Friday 18th October 2024 
Monday 21st July 2025 
Tuesday 22nd July 2025 
 

Teaching, support and pastoral team September 2024: 

I have outlined below the new teaching, support and pastoral staff team for September 2024 (subject to 
change):  

Class Teacher Support 
Staff 

 

 Mr Dawson  Headteacher 

Mrs Cannon Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs Millard (Monday to Thursday) SENCO 

Miss Shephard Family Support Worker and 
Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Sims Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
(HLTA) 

Reception Mrs Wilkinson (Phase Leader) and Mrs 
Dunford (Monday and Tuesday) 

Mrs Bailey 
Mrs Barclay  
Mrs Cooper 

 

Reception / Year 1 Mrs Gurtler 

Year 1/2 Mrs Mehat  

Year 2 Miss Hobbs 

Year 3/4 Miss Hamed Mrs Morris 
Mrs O’Hara 

Year 3/4 Miss King (Phase Leader) Mr Pool 
Mrs Duffy 

Year 5 Miss Leeming Mrs Singer 
Mrs Wigg Year 5/6 Mrs Wilde (Phase Leader) 

Year 6 Miss Downing 
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School Meals: 

School meals menu (subject to change):  

 

Further staffing update: 

Mrs Smith, our teaching assistant, who has worked with many pupils across the school and supported our 
school PTA has made the decision to leave her role at Cherry Tree.  

I would like to extend my thanks to her for her dedication, hard work, and commitment to our pupils across 
the school. On behalf of the children, staff and families, I wish Mrs Smith all the best for the future.  

Contacting school: 

The school office will be open on Tuesday morning from 8am until 12pm (01977 704138).  

You can also contact the school via email cherrytreeoffice@watertonacademytrust.org if you have any 
questions or queries.  

I am looking forward to welcoming everyone back into school on Wednesday 4th September. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr A Dawson 

Headteacher  

 

mailto:cherrytreeoffice@watertonacademytrust.org
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The uniform at Cherry Tree Academy is designed to be smart, comfortable and cost effective.  
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